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?Jfy .rather, Rebe.rt Brue• Waril•w, born in Bleamf'iela. DaYi:t c ••• I$wa, DAe. oil, 18.56 
.anil. S.iotl. in Santa Ana, Calif., Nev, 19. 19.33, oamo te California in 1875, ant near L.A. 
worked. for Capt. Clark, i>n a lar,e &r&in ranoh. later he wa.a empleyo& at :O.wn•y, then 
went to Inye C•unty, Calif., ani.i. werkH in th• Mo••~k i•l4l ana silver minea !e>r a year 
an& a halfo Upen r•turninc tG Loa ~ele• C•unty, he rente• a p•rtien et the raneh e! 
J•tha:n Bixby, where h• livoa and. famea !er •i:hte•n yoara, in the mean time haYinC 
bo~ht ana •eld. lana, later buyinc f•rty a.or•• of th• Biaby ranoh. 

He marriei M.'trtha El•an•r Draper, bern in Omaha, Nebraska, Feb. 15, 1861 ana &iea in 
Santa Ana, Cali!. Nev. 16, 1936. Thoy we!'IJ :rnarri•a Jan. 13, 1878. an'ii. livea near D•wn•y 
a.n9. Las Corrite• where !'eur of their ohild.r•n w•r• b•rn:-Rob•rt, Stella. Ray, ana D.lbert. 
ThcJS• article» were feun4i L"l :sam• eld. pap•ris le!t by my sbtex-, St•ll.a War~il•w Chen.;r, 
whe cUeiil in Santa Ana, Calif'., Beeember lJ, 1975. at th• ag• •! 94 yrs. She e!t•n 
ap•k• e! her Unole Jim Warti.low whe eam• t• Calif ernia anti livd in th•ir h9me !•r 
aoveral years. Hs diea Dee. 19, 1889 at th• a:• ~r 27 yrs., :me. is burrie6l in th• ela 
part of tho IA>nc Bea.eh Cemetery on Signal Hill • . The lot was bought at that tL"ll• by 
my fath•r• Robert Bruce Wa.ril•w, fer th• burrbl. It seems .that pa.rt waa eall114i. 
Corritoa H•i:hts, an& th• bur.t"ial gr•una wa• eallaa American C•l~ny Traet. 

Juat another part •! the ollli histary o! an: Bu.oh an« probably why 11Warilew Reaa11 

was name& a!t•r my father, Rebert Brue• War•lew, as they were am•nc th• firat settler~ 
in that part e! the e•untry. 
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".Y a Vl.'Ide c1rc .. rn o. f ·friends; · He-I ?xpres.s my tL .. 'anks o nd . th ·· ··a + • . · · 'I . . . .· ' a..~ .e , eep 
nrns'. : yave _ possessed some fine•, s~nse of the obligations I am und"~ · ~ 
qu:il~ties of head and hear t.to have. ~to riu:merous -kind neighbors "~. -.; ~ 

:I be;n'h ~o nn1c~ esteemed: ~e was j frl~n~s •. for their attentions, .. th:~' 
: ye~ vU~ a. young man, being 27 i 1tSS1Stance, ' and . their hear'-f->if 
i yea~·s or age. Up to the time of.the I sympathy, during the lonO' ill~e~;" 

te•T1ble nH.,,;1, 1 - , 1 • [ • , h l o . •• ~ ' 
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Jam es . G. ··\v ardiow 'died: ~t th~ I ! 
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: \VardJow, ·in Cerritos Colori.y Thur-
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. ~ painful illness.. . . . . H?c. : ., ,> .. <;.: 

t· ,; __ -p~~r Frie.nd, /hou ha3tl_e~t. U~-;.~,/ ~:--~-~~ :· :~~- . 
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W~; ::~: ~~\:~;s"j~r:::0~e::;-.:t~~1r. . 
When God recalJS hi.s. own?J ... :'(;: ., .. ·• " .. 

Bidding them leavg awo~ld oi. 1;: 
! . For an immortal crOwn: ! >~· . ::: ~.~~ r~ _. , · 

Seour6 from e•ery m0f,"~i~·:r-: :-_ .:'.'}:·~::'. 
By sfn_ and norr-.Jw .·v·eied .n'o.J.tuo·r;- ·~t"~ ' 

Ete~_na~ happine!(s .h"e·shau ~h~re·: / . · ~·_.f"+,o( 
·, .He is not lost, but gone before.' •',"<:· 

His tolls are past, his work 1,, don~· •· ,' ' ;. · 
_ And lte i~ fully bl~s t. . -- ·, ·.. ·' .. '.~. : 
·n o ba:;_.fousht_tbe f1ght; the nCtory- ·~ ~ --

... A nd eutered into rest, ·--·.,, .. · · · ".9 ' 
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the g.-c:1e, the grave bein,,. ""'t3·e i~ l . , 
"' b .LO. .... ~ .. l -L- I 

the burial ground near Cerritos I. 
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by Nelli• s. Wardlew DuRall March 9, 1976. 

My grandm~ther, Sylva M. Hemingway, Brooks. Draper, came to Calif•rnia in 1875. Her 
daughter, Meli5sa Bro•ks, had married William Clapp,_ and cam• ahead •f the rest •f the 
family t• Califernia, settling in Westminster, s• that is where the whele family arrivea 
in Calii'•rnia. She later maITieGi a Mr. Keim. 

She married a Mr. Br~•ks in the 1840 1s. · They had five children: Nathan, Oliver,Ann, 
William and Melissa. After Mr. Brooks death, she marrioQ William s. Draper, whe died 
June 1, 1876, and' b burried in a seldiers grave in Davenpert, Iewa. My mo.ther, 
Martha Eleaner Draper Wardlew, was their only child. 

It was my grandm~ther's ••ns and my m&thers half-brethers, Willi.am and Nathan 
Bre•ks, wh• first red• en h@rseback into Laguna and later hemesteadea several acres 
•t land. They lived there f•r many years with their families. . 

The Geft 1s were als• early settlers in La~una B$ach, and. g~•d i'rlend.! •f the family. 
This is a copy •! the invitation sent te my gr~ndm&ther by the G•fi's, invitin' her tG 
their eldest s.ns wedding, Sept. · 27 • 1885. Alsia an article that wa-a :tn th• Feb • . 1976 La 
La~una Beach C•mmun~ty Historical Society paper. 

' ----.:.. ____ ~~~---~ 
CENTENNIAL 

This is just a reminder that this is Laguna's 
Centennial year. 

In May or June of 1876, Wi 11 Brooks rode 
through Laguna Canyon on horseback to what 
is now Laguna. He lived at Downey at the 
time and he was on a hunting trip. 

In December of the same year, his brother 
Nate came through the canyon and then 
a few years later they homesteaded land in 
Laguna · ~rooksSt. was named for Nate . 

There wef"e Indians here when they came 
_but no white people. - Genevieve _Daniels 


